Since the amendment of the Animal Welfare Management Law in 2005, systems related to optimization of animal experiments and enhancement of animal welfare have been rapidly established at universities and research institutions such as pharmaceutical companies in Japan. However, it is difficult to say that these things are necessarily transmitted to citizens. Therefore, we conducted a questionnaire survey on 3,000 citizens who seem to be benefiting from animal experiments, as to what they perceive in animal experiments and the expert's efforts. The content of the questions consisted of 108 questions in 10 areas, such as tolerance for various animal experiments and images on animal experiments, and each asked for answers in 5 grades. As for the necessity of animal experiments, if the experiments are to aim for the development of new medicines or medical technologies for human beings, 59.8% answered "necessary / to some extent", while "not necessary / less necessary" was 10.6%. Regarding the image of animal experiments, 69.4% answered "I think so / to some extent" about whether it contributes to the advancement of science and medicine, while "I do not think / not think so much" was 8.3%. These results show that the citizens basically acknowledge the necessity of animal experiments and think very calmly including their negative aspects, and are trying to judge approval or disapproval of the individual contents of the experiments rather than denying everything. However, the majority of people were dissatisfied with the lack of information, and as a result, it does not seemed that understanding of animal experiments was much advanced. This work was supported by JSPS KAKENHI Grant Number JP16K07080.
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